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Restorative Justice in Schools Quick Reference

Restorative justice in schools, what is it?
Restorative justice in schools is an alternative discipline model to reduce exclusionary practices, as well as decrease police and juvenile justice involvement. It is not a singular program or process, rather a philosophy and practice based on a core set of principles that emphasizes healing and repair over punishment, inclusion over exclusion, and individual accountability with a high level of community support.
Restorative Inquiry – 

Guiding questions for restorative conversations
· What happened?
· Who was affected/impacted?

· What can be done to make things right?

· What will keep things right?

· How can others support you?

Tenets of Restorative Justice 





Relationship 


Connection to one another is central to connection to school community


Building & repairing relationships





Accountability


Impact/Harm


Repair


Make things right





Integration


Balanced approach includes victims, offenders & community


Builds relationships


Restores community














Restorative Justice 





Misbehavior impacts/harms people and relationships.





Focus on establishing responsibility to repair harm/ make things right.





Those responsible and those impacted create agreement to make things right.





Reintegration into community 





Retributive Justice





Misbehavior defined as breaking school rules.








Focus on establishing blame.








Administrator determines punishment.








Isolation of person responsible
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